
8:00am, 9:15am and 10:30am                              

There is going to be ONE worship service on                                                                         

August 19 at 10:30am in the pavilion.                                                                                           

Raven Creek, a Bluegrass Gospel Group,                                    

will be preforming.                                                          

Following the Worship Service,                                                                       

Our Annual Church Picnic will be held.                                                          

A Place Setting, Meat and Beverage                                                                 

will be provided.                                                                                

Please bring your favorite dish to share.                    

SUNDAY,                                                        

AUGUST 19  



 

Pastoral Ponderings 

      Fires, Foods and Faith 
 

 

 My wife, Laurie and I, recently traveled to California for a wedding. The entire time hot desert winds 

blew offshore while massive wildfires torched thousands of acres of timber and hundreds of homes.                            

A six-and-a-half hour return flight dodging Pennsylvania thunderstorms deluging our home people                       

provided opportunity and context for me to reflect on my call as pastor here at St. Luke.                           

Floods and wildfires are two different types of storms.   Both types are biblical metaphors. Taking them    

together for their collaborative differences, we might perhaps gain some insight into life as a congregation. 

 Floods do not discriminate. Everything in the reach of floodwaters is washed. Every house in an  

entire row of houses situated next to each other under the same circumstances on the Susquehanna 

riverbank will be washed by the same amount of water. Flooding water is a symbol of baptism by which 

God makes two promises to all people: Forgiveness of sin and life eternal. 

 Wildfires, on the other hand, discriminate. Everything in the reach of a wildfire does not burn.                       

It is not uncommon for one or two houses in an entire row of houses situated next to each other under the 

same circumstances assaulted by wildfire not to burn. Wildfire is a symbol of the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 Paulñthe very one who persecuted Christõs church until, not by his own effort, will, or                                

understanding, was made to see what God was up to in Christ Jesusñproclaims: 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been 
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 
might walk in newness of life.   Romans 6:3-4. 
 
Then also: 
For by one Spirit, we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13. 
 
How do the symbols of wildfire and flood interpret our congregational life together? 

1. Godõs love floods all people through Christ Jesus into whose baptism we are baptized.                                   

Our baptismsñin and of themselvesñmean nothing. Our baptisms only take on meaning when                

connected to Jesusõ  baptism by the power of the Holy Spirit. And Jesus was baptized into death for              

the sake of all people. 

2. Godõs people realize the universal pervasiveness of Godõs flood of love for all people when the Holy 

Spirit causes people to believe. People do not decide who has and who gets the faith to recognize Godõs 

flood of love. The Holy Spiritñlike a wildfireñdiscriminates who recognizes Godõs flood of love and 

when. 

 God in Christ Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit is decidedly present and active at and through  

St. Luke. What an exciting time to be the people of God. And what a privilege it is for me and Laurie and 

Sam to be with you as St. Luke begins to take Godõs unconditionality, Godõs grace, Godõs gospel to the 

world. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%2012.13


 

        Baptism Celebration  
 

Name:____________________________  

Baptism Date:_____________________  

or 

Year Baptized:___________________  

 

Thank you!  Please leave in the offering plate or email                                       

the information to the church office and stay tuned for                                                        

a special celebration during the church picnic on                     

August 19!  



    Sunday, August 19                                               

during our one worship service at 10:30am  

                                                                                   

We will be blessing all of our students,                   

faculty, and education staff.                                                                    

We will also be blessing everyone's                                         

occupation/vocation.                                                                                            

So bring your backpacks, briefcases,                                               

work bags, purses, diaper bags, etc.                                                                              

so that we all can receive a                                                          

sign of God's blessing                                                                    

to our called vocations.   



 

26   

 

Crafts  

 



Please bring an item to donate to one of our                     
Raffle Baskets for the upcoming Ministry Fair.                                                                     

 
Items can be geared toward                                             

men, women, youth, or children.                                                                                 
 

Please leave your item in one of the appropriately 
marked baskets in the Narthex.    

 
Thank you for your help! 


